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The Giver

By Lois Lowry

“I thought there was only us. I thought there was only now.”
Unit Workbook
Ms. Betzel

2015

Let us embark on a literary journey with Jonas in The Giver. On our journey, we will be doing a lot of exciting things that will help you earn points. Our goal is to get a score of 200 points. I know you can do it!
Layer C: Basic Knowledge
- You have to earn 100 points in Layer C
Required: 

__________ 1. Read the book; annotate with post-its (you may write directly in the book only if it is your own personal copy) 










50 pts

__________ 2. Reading Comprehension Questions 





50 pts
Layer B: Application 
    - You have to earn 50 points in Layer B
Required: 

__________ 1. Socratic Seminar (06/05/09) 







30pts

Your Choice: 

__________ 2. Write a diary from Jonas’s point of view. Include dates and locations. Must have at least 5 journal entries. (Each entry must be at least one full paragraph.)



20 pts

__________ 3. Write a song or poem about Jonas’s Life. (You may write more than one song or poem, but total must be at least 30 lines.) 








20 pts

__________ 4. Make a comic strip of an event in the story (must have at least five cells- narrated and illustrated.) 











20 pts
Layer A: Critical Thinking and Analysis
    - You have to earn 50 points in Layer A
Your Choice:
_________ 1. Write the next chapter of the story (at least five full paragraphs) 

25 pts

_________ 2. Create a soundtrack for the novel. Find and print lyrics to 5 different songs by 5 different artists. These lyrics MUST BE HEAVILY annotated with major connections and commentary to the novel. Make sure to explain what part of the novel the song connects to- including setting, theme, character, etc… Each song must be by a different artist. 

25 pts
_________ 3. Become a photojournalist. On a poster board (or create your own portfolio
), place five of your own original photographs that depict or symbolize critical elements of the novel. Underneath each photo, you should write a 4-5 sentence caption that briefly explains what the picture is depicting or symbolizing. 

























25 pts 
Anticipation guide for The Giver

DIRECTIONS: Before reading The Giver respond to the following statements. You can respond with a simple true or false and then give a few more details why you feel that way. Discuss your answers in small groups of four and explain why you gave the responses you did. Also discuss what you think the novel is going to be about.

1. Sometimes it is ok to lie.

2. Memories play an important part of your life and who you are.

3. It is better to never experience cold or hunger.

4. The past repeats itself.

5. People in society accept things they usually would not if they were on their own.

6. It is better to be part of a group than to be alone.

7. It is better to remain ignorant about some aspects of life.

8. It is better to be in a safe environment and never feel fear.

DIRECTIONS: Fill in the emotions you felt when viewing each of these colors. Write down anything that comes to mind as you think about and see these colors.

YELLOW   
WHITE

GREEN

BLACK

BLUE
RED
NON-FICTION ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS

You are to read at least one nonfiction piece by




. I will check this in your study guide packets. This could be a book, a magazine article, or information from an encyclopedia or from the Internet. You will fill out the nonfiction assignment sheet after completing the reading. This will help you think about and evaluate your own reading experiences. 

You should read about topics that are related to the theme of the novel The Giver, which is based on Utopian and Dystopian communities. Suggestions are: types of governments, social, communities, and family structures (such as the Shakers, Quakers, Amish, Mennonites, a Native American tribe, or a Hasidic Jewish community), the roles of children, adults, or the elderly in society, different types of jobs and occupations, the way people cope with emotions and feelings, euthanasia, diversity, language precision/word meanings, speech styles from other eras or cultures, the nature of color, or the way the eye and brain perceive color.

Suggested resources:

Search the following terms on the internet:

· Utopian society

· Dystopian society

Search the above suggested, such as

· Governments

· Social communities

· Family structures (e.g. - Shakers, Quakers, Amish, Mennonites, Native American tribes, etc…)

Class Notes:













NONFICTION ASSIGNMENT SHEET - The Giver
(To be completed after reading the required nonfiction article)
Title of Nonfiction Read












Written By 





Publication Date






I. Factual Summary: Write a short summary of the piece you read.

II. Vocabulary

1. With which vocabulary words in the piece did you encounter some degree of difficulty?

2. How did you resolve your lack of understanding with these words?

III. Interpretation: What was the main point the author wanted you to get from reading his work?

IV. Criticism

1. With which points of the piece did you agree or find easy to accept? Why?

2. With which points of the piece did you disagree or find difficult to believe? Why?

V. Personal Response: What do you think about this piece? OR How does this piece influence your ideas?

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING AS WE PROGRESS THROUGH THE NOVEL THE GIVER.

The people in The Giver also go through certain stages of life as they progress through childhood. Tell what each stage involves.
1. Newchildren

2. Ones

3. Twos

4. Threes

5. Fours, Fives, & Sixes

6. Sevens

7. Eights

8. Nines

9. Tens

10. Elevens

11. Twelves

The Rules! What is the community rule about the following?
1. Number of children per family:
2. Pilots:
3. Punishment for a person who breaks the rules three times:
4. New children’s names:
5. Bicycle riding:
6. Hair ribbons:
7. Community food:
8. Punishment for minor-rule breaking:
9. Rudeness:
10. Bragging:
11. Feelings:
12. Books:
13. Release:

Explain what is different between our society and Jonas’s community.
1. Everyday, individual means of transportation:
2. Clothing:
3. Polite behavior:
4. After-dinner conversation:
5. Care of the Elderly:
6. Choice of spouse:
7. Having children:
8. Meal preparation and cleanup:
9. Morning conversations:
10. Beginning teenage years:
11. Use of medication:
12. Books:
13. Music:

STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS & VOCABULARY WORKSHEETS
PREDICT: Who is the ‘Giver’? What is the Giver giving?




































Chapters 1-2

1. What did the word "frightened" mean, according to Jonas?
2. How did Jonas decide he felt? What was causing this feeling?
3. What evening ritual did the family perform after dinner? Do you consider it strange?
4. What fascinated Jonas about his father?
5. Why was the Ceremony of Twelve so important?
VOCABULARY WORKSHEET CHAPTERS 1-2 - The Giver

Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text. Read the sentences. Circle any clues you can find in the sentences, then combined with your prior knowledge, write what you think the underlined words mean in the spaces provided.

1. IMMEDIATELY, the rasping voice through the speakers had said.

2. Now, thinking about the feeling of fear as he pedaled home along the river path, he remembered that moment of palpable, stomach-sinking terror when the aircraft had streaked above.
3. I guess I just got distraught watching them.

4. Apprehensive, Jonas decided. That’s what I am.

5. He’s a sweet little male with a lovely disposition.

6. We have him in the extra care section for supplementary nurturing, but the committee’s beginning to talk about releasing him.

7. . . . because it occurred to me that it might enhance his nurturing if I could call him by a name.

8. Well, it was clear to me–and my parents later confessed that it had been obvious to them, too–what my aptitude was.

Part II Match the vocabulary words with their dictionary definitions

___ 1. rasping 

A. fearful; anxious

___ 2. palpable 

B. easily perceived; obvious

___ 3. distraught 

C. a harsh, grating sound

___ 4. apprehensive 
D. talent

___ 5. disposition 

E. personality

___ 6. nurturing 

F. improve

___ 7. enhance 

G. very upset; agitated

___ 8. aptitude 

H. helping to grow or develop

Chapters 3-5
PREDICT: What does it mean to be ‘released?






































1. What was unusual about Jonas and the newchild?
2. Describe the role of Birthmother from the perspective of Lily’s parents:
3. What are the implications of Jonas’s interactions with the apple?
4. Convey Larissa’s understanding of where one goes when they are released:
VOCABULARY WORKSHEET CHAPTERS 3-5 - The Giver

Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text. Read the sentences. Use any clues you can find in the sentences combined with your prior knowledge then write what you think the underlined words mean in the spaces provided.

1. Lily, he decided, would have to learn that soon, or she would be called in for chastisement because of her insensitive chatter.

2. “I think I’d like that,” Lily said petulantly.

3. No one had mentioned it, not even his parents, because the public announcement had been sufficient to produce the appropriate remorse.

4. All of his volunteer hours would be carefully tabulated at the Hall of Open Records.

5. “And of course,” she added primly, “all lives are meaningful. I don’t mean that they aren’t.”

6. The details were murky and vague.

7. The details were murky and vague.

Part II: Match the vocabulary words with their dictionary definitions.

___ 1. chastisement 
A. in a precise and proper manner

___ 2. petulantly 

B. recorded and filed

___ 3. remorse 

C. regret

___ 4. tabulated 

D. unspecified; indefinite

___ 5. primly 

E. punishment

___ 6. murky 

F. dark

___ 7. vague 


G. in an ill-tempered way
Name_____________________________________
Crime______________________________________

Explain why you shouldn’t be Released:

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Did the class Release you?  Yes   or   No

Chapters 6-7
1. Describe the jacket that the Fours, Fives, and Sixes wore, and the reason it was designed the way it was. Also describe the jacket the Sevens wore, and what it symbolized.
2. Write one word that best sums up Jonas’s thoughts/feelings at the time his number was to be called.
VOCABULARY WORKSHEET CHAPTERS 6-7 - The Giver

1. The little girl nodded and looked down at herself, at the jacket with its row of large buttons that designated her as a Seven.

2. He had been given an unusual and special reprieve from the committee, and granted an additional year of nurturing before his Naming and Placement.

3. He knew that his parents cringed a little, as he did, when Fritz, who lived in the dwelling next door to theirs, received his bike and almost immediately bumped the podium with it.

4. His transgressions were small ones, always: shoes on the wrong feet, schoolwork misplaced, failure to study adequately for a quiz.

5. But each such error reflected negatively on his parents’ guidance and infringed on the Community’s sense of order and success.

6. The Instructors of Threes were in charge of the acquisition of correct language.

7. Even the applause, though enthusiastic, seemed serene when Fiona was given the important Assignment of Caretaker of the Old.

Part II: Match the vocabulary words to their dictionary definitions.

___ 1. designated 

A. confused; bewildered

___ 2. throng 


B. violations of laws or rules

___ 3. reprieve 


C. pardon

___ 4. exuberant 

D. purchase

___ 5. cringed 


E. high-spirited

___ 6. transgressions 

F. indicated; pointed out

___ 7. infringed 

G. calm

___ 8. acquisition 

H. shrank back in fear

___ 9. serene 


I. intruded

___10. dazed 


J. crowd

Who will do what job has always been an issue in any society? Many jobs are not wanted by the smart or the rich, yet they need to be done. In Jonas’s society there are many  jobs the Twelves could be assigned. Explain what the duties are for the person assigned to each of these jobs and note where the person works. Then, rank them in order (1-10)  in which you think they are most prestigious (10) to least prestigious (1).
1. Food Delivery Worker:

2. Nurturer:

3. Birthmother:

4. Instructor:

5. Speaker:

6. Caretaker of the Old:

7. Collection Crew:

8. Pilot:

9. Receiver of Memories:
Name_____________________________

Assignment______________________

Do you agree with your assignment?

Yes        or          No

Do you think you could do this job if you HAD TO??? Be Honest!

Yes        or         No

Would you like your assignment?

Yes        or         No

What would you choose for yourself?

Why? What are your qualifications?

---------------------------------------------------------------

Name________________________________________

Group Assignment___________________________



Your Pick____________________________________

Chapters 8- 10
1. What were the four qualities the Chief Elder said the Receiver of Memory must have? Why do you think these are important?
2. Jonas was exempted from 




. Why?
3. What was Jonas prohibited from doing? Why?
4. What was the first memory the Receiver said he would give to Jonas? Why do you think he chose that memory first?
VOCABULARY WORKSHEET CHAPTERS 8-10 - The Giver

1. They applauded at the final Assignment; but the applause was piecemeal, no longer a crescendo of united enthusiasm.

2. The Community, relieved from its discomfort by her benign statement, seemed to breathe more easily.

3. I apologize to you in particular. I caused you anguish.

4. Therefore the selection must be sound. It must be a unanimous choice of the Committee.

5. Then she turned and left the stage, left him there alone, standing and facing the crowd, which began spontaneously the collective murmur of his name.

6. From this moment you are exempted from the rules governing rudeness.

7. From this moment you are prohibited from dream-telling.

8. But the most conspicuous difference was the books.

9. The failure of the previous selection was ten years ago, and my energy is starting to diminish.

10. At first it’s exhilarating: the sled; the sharp, clear air; but then the snow accumulates, builds up on the runners, and you slow, you have to push hard to keep going, and. . .”
Part II: Match the vocabulary words to their definitions.

___ 1. crescendo 

A. decrease

___ 2. benign 

B. agonizing physical or mental pain

___ 3. anguish 

C. noticeable

___ 4. unanimous 

D. freed from obligation

___ 5. spontaneously 
E. causing to feel energetic

___ 6. exempted 

F. unrehearsed

___ 7. prohibited 

G. a gradual increase in volume

___ 8. conspicuous 

H. complete agreement

___ 9. diminish 

I. harmless

___ 10. exhilarating 
J. forbidden
Chapters 11 – 13
1. Describe Jonas's consciousness while he received the memory.
2. What words or concepts did Jonas experience?
3. What kind of questions did Jonas ask about snow, sleds, and hills? What was the old man's answer? What was Jonas's response?
4. Jonas thought the Receiver of Memory had power. Is this truly the case? 
5. What did the old man tell Jonas to call him? Why?
6. Describe Jonas's experiences of "seeing beyond."
7. Summarize the conversation between Jonas and The Giver about choices.
VOCABULARY WORKSHEET CHAPTERS 11-13 - The Giver
1. He was filled with energy, and he breathed again, feeling the sharp intake of frigid air.

2. He could see a bright, whirling torrent of crystals in the air around him, and he could see them gather on the backs of his hands, like cold fur.

3. Tentatively he opened his eyes–not his snow-hill-sled eyes, for they had been open throughout the strange ride.

4. It wasn’t a practical thing, so it became obsolete when we went to Sameness.

5. You should be able to perceive the name without being told.

6. He was aware of his own admonition not to discuss his training.

7. When I was observing you, before the selection, I perceived that you probably had the capacity, and what you describe confirms that.
8. It was so–oh, I wish language were more precise.

9. “You’ve come quickly to that conclusion,” he said.

10. “It was chaos,” he said.
Part II: Match the vocabulary words to their definitions.

___ 1. frigid 


A. no longer in use

___ 2. torrent 

B. to become aware of through the senses

___ 3. tentatively 

C. exact

___ 4. obsolete 

D. the end or finish

___ 5. perceive 

E. a heavy downpour

___ 6. admonition 

F. ability to learn

___ 7. capacity 

G. uncertain; hesitant

___ 8. precise 

H. confusion

___ 9. conclusion 

I. very cold

___ 10. chaos 

J. a reminder of a forgotten task or duty 
Chapters 14-16
1. How did The Giver convey “suffering” to Jonas? 
2. What did Jonas realize about his family after his session with The Giver?
3. What analogy did The Giver use in trying to explain why he had to hold the memories? 
4. What question did Jonas ask his parents after his session with The Giver? What was their answer? What was his reaction? Give your insights on this.
5. What was Jonas’s act of defiance? What does this say about Jonas?

VOCABULARY WORKSHEET CHAPTERS 14-16 - The Giver

1. The sled moved forward, and Jonas grinned with delight, looking forward to the breathtaking slide down through the invigorating air.

2. It was not enough to assuage the pain that Jonas was beginning, now, to know.

3. Excruciating hunger and starvation.

4. Now it was ominous. It meant, he knew, that nothing could be changed.

5. Gabriel had been bathed and was lying, for the moment, hugging his hippo placidly in the small crib that had replaced the basket. . . .

6. The Giver looked up at him, his face contorted with suffering.

7. In one ecstatic memory he had ridden a gleaming brown horse across a field that smelled of damp grass, and had dismounted beside a small stream from which both he and the horse drank cold, clear water.

8. The Nurturers were very optimistic about Gabriel’s future.

Part II: Match the vocabulary words to their definitions.

___ 1. invigorating 

A. hopeful; expecting the best

___ 2. assuage 

B. twisted; disfigured

___ 3. excruciating 

C. unfavorable; threatening

___ 4. ominous 

D. to relieve

___ 5. placidly 

E. overjoyed

___ 6. contorted 

F. peacefully

___ 7. ecstatic 

G. agonizing

___ 8. optimistic 

H. refreshing; stimulating
A utopia is a place that is ideal, especially in its morals, political life, and social life. The society of The Giver could be considered a utopia; at least the people who live in it think so. They know no other way to run a society and accept every rule that has been assigned. As we think about the society in The Giver, I want you to begin thinking about your own utopian community. Please complete these worksheets, as the answers may help you decide what does and does not work in a society.

1. What have you learned about the society in which Jonas Lives?
2. How is Jonas’ family like your family and different from your family? (Ch. 3)
3. What seems odd about the world in the book? What seems desirable about the way things are done?
4. What have you found so far that the book’s society represses? (Ch. 5)
5. What values does the book’s society embrace and encourage? (Ch. 6)
6. What does The Giver’s society lose without grandparents? What do they gain? (Ch. 16) 

Chapters 17-19
1. How do you feel about the situation with the twins?
2. What happened to the Receiver-to-be who was selected before Jonas?
3. What happened to the Community after the incident with the Receiver-to-be?
4. Jonas and The Giver discussed the effects to the Community if Jonas would be lost. What did they think would happen?
5. Describe, in words or pictures, the release of the newchild.
6. What major revelation does Jonas have in this chapter?
Describe what Jonas learns about the following things, which are unknown to other member of his community.

1. Hunger:
2. Warfare:
3. Weather:
4. Pain:
5. Color:
6. Animals:
7. Grief:
8. Holiday celebrations:
9. Families: 
VOCABULARY WORKSHEET CHAPTERS 17-19 - The Giver
Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text. Read the sentences. Use any clues you can find in the sentences combined with your prior knowledge then write what you think the underlined words mean in the spaces provided.

1. And his new, heightened feelings permeated a greater realm than simply his sleep.

2. Feelings surged within Jonas.

3. “Me,” Jonas said in a dejected voice.

4. The Giver looked at him gravely. “You must stay away from the river, my friend,” he said.

5. “Wretched with happiness.”

Part II: Match the vocabulary words with their definitions.

___ 1. permeated 

A. requiring serious thought

___ 2. surged 

B. spread or flowed throughout

___ 3. dejected 

C. depressed

___ 4. gravely 

D. miserable

___ 5. wretched 

E. increased suddenly
Chapters 20-23
1. Describe The Giver's ideas on changing things.

2. Jonas asked The Giver to escape with him. Why did The Giver reply the way he did? Was it what you expected?
3. Describe the escape. In words or pictures.
4. Describe the changes in the landscape. In words or pictures.
5. What was the strongest fear that Jonas had during this part of the journey?
6. How did the story end?

VOCABULARY WORKSHEET CHAPTERS 20-23 - The Giver

1. It’s the same life that you would have, if you had not been chosen as my successor.

2. She’s very efficient at her work, your red-haired friend.

3. By midday Jonas’s absence would become apparent, and would be a cause for serious concern.

4. All of it–all the things they had thought through so meticulously–fell apart.

5. “Yes, we did,” Mother agreed emphatically.

6. Together the fugitives slept through the first dangerous day.

7. As he pedaled through the nights, through isolated landscape now, with the communities far behind and no sign of human habitation around him or ahead, he was constantly vigilant, looking for the next nearest hiding place should the sound of engines come.

8. it was a subtle change, hard to identify at first.

9. During his twelve years in the Community he had never felt such simple moments of exquisite happiness.

10. But the hill was treacherously steep; he was impeded by the snow and his own lack of strength.
Part II: Match the vocabulary words to their definitions.

___ 1. successor 

A. visible; easily seen

___ 2. efficient 

B. people running away

___ 3. apparent 

C. lovely

___ 4. meticulously 
D. one who comes next

___ 5. emphatically 
E. extremely concerned with details

___ 6. fugitives 

F. alert; watchful

___ 7. vigilant 

G. stopped progress

___ 8. subtle 

H. indirect; faint

___ 9. exquisite 

I. expressed forcefully

___ 10. impeded 

J. done with a minimum of waste
Found Poem Directions

1. Pick a page (that you have already read) from The Giver

2. Read it
3. Re-read it and look for 20 words or phrases that stand out (are powerful, interesting, emotional, etc…)
4. List these 20 words, phrases, details, etc… (avoid long full sentences)
5. Look back over your list and eliminate all dull or unnecessary words
6. As you look at the words remaining, think of the tone you want your poem to have
7. Start to put words and phrases into some order (any order that makes sense to you)
a. You may change punctuation, verb tense, plurals, capitalization, etc…
b. You may add a word or two if it helps the poem to flow
8. Reread and edit again
9. Pick a title

10. Read aloud and pay attention to

a. Line breaks

b. Word arrangement (spaced 
out, bunchedtogether, etc…)

c. Key words 

on lines by themselves

d. make into a concrete poem

e. emphasize words by using boldface, italics, different sizes, colors, etc…

11. At the bottom, you should state that your poem was inspired by Lois Lowry’s, The Giver

This poem will need to be typed and decorated on a separate sheet of paper to be displayed in the classroom.
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Jonas’s society lacks some things that are part of our life experiences. Is this an advantage? Does it have disadvantages? Explain the advantages and disadvantages about each of the following:
1. Absence of severe hunger and starvation:

Advantages:

Disadvantages:

2. No war:

Advantages:

Disadvantages:

3. No physical pain:

Advantages:

Disadvantages:

4. No emotional pain:

Advantages:

Disadvantages:
5. A neutral climate with no variations:

Advantages:

Disadvantages:

6. No colors:

Advantages:

Disadvantages:

7. Simple, well-ordered family units (one Dad, one Mom, one son, one daughter--only):

Advantages:

Disadvantages:

8. No animals or wildlife:

Advantages:

Disadvantages:

9. No books:

Advantages:

Disadvantages:
Socratic Seminar
THE GIVER

Think about and briefly respond to the following questions and ideas. Be prepared to discuss your thoughts as a part of a Socratic Seminar on Friday, June 6th. 

1. Connections: Please comment on the following quote from The Giver, “The worst part of holding the memories is not the pain. It’s the loneliness of it. Memories need to be shared.

2. Choice: The Giver tells Jonas that along with the freedom of choice comes the possibility of making wrong choices. What is your perspective? 

3. Freedom vs. Security: Comment on the following quote about Jonas, “if he had stayed in the community, he would not be starving. But, ‘if he had stayed, he would have starved in other ways. He would have lived a life hungry for feelings, for color, for love.’”

4.Sameness vs. Diversity: Comment on the following quote, “After a life of Sameness and predictability, he was awed by the surprises that lay beyond each curve of the road.”
5.What is your definition of utopia?

6.Would you like to live in a place where there was no pain, war, or hunger?

7. Family: What makes a family? 
[image: image1.wmf]
Transmit the Memory of Snow

In chapter 10, Jonas was about to receive the memory of snow. Create what you think the memory of snow should be. Be creative. You can use just words, pictures, drawings, a favorite memory of snow, etc…


[image: image2]










































In the space below create a picture of yourself using magazines, photos, clip art, or your own drawing. You need to add your name, personalize the picture to represent you, and draw pictures describing FIVE things in your life that make life meaningful to you. Meaning, without these things your life would not be the same.














� Portfolio- a set of pieces of creative work collected to be shown





PAGE  
31

